Lake Reba
299 Lake Reba Dr.
Richmond, KY 40475
(859) 623-8753
parks.richmond.ky.us

Lake Reba
Lake Reba is a 76-acre reservoir located just to the east of Richmond in
Madison County. The lake was created in the 1890’s by impounding Otter
Creek in the Kentucky River drainage. The lake has taken several forms over
the last century but in the 1990’s a new dam was built creating the present
form of Lake Reba. It is bordered by Gibson Bay Golf Course, Ann L. Durham
Lake Reba Recreational Complex, Camp Catalpa Park and the Bluegrass Army
Depot. It is a popular destination for anglers looking for largemouth bass,
channel catfish, and sunfish species. Fishing can be accessed from the boat
dock, on the fishing pier, next to the dam, along the banks of Lake Reba Park,
or on the banks of Camp Catalpa Park. Kayaks or boats with trolling motors
only are allowed on the lake.

At Lake Reba we rent both single-seat and
tandem sit-on-top "Tribe" kayaks. While our
single-seat kayaks are limited to one person,
tandem kayaks are designed for two adults and a
child (not exceeding 60lbs or more than 10 years
old). Small, well behaved pets are welcome on
single and tandem kayaks at the discretion of
management.

Two Hour Rental
Hours of Operation:

• Single Seat Kayaks: $25.00
• Tandem Seat Kayaks: $40.00
Spring: Weekends 10AM-5PM (Begins Early May)
Summer: Fri-Mon 10AM-5PM (Beginning Memorial Day Wknd to
Labor Day Wknd)

Note: Also open on most holidays.
Fishing Access Points:
Boat Dock
Fishing Pier
Dam
Lake Reba Banks
Camp Catalpa Banks

Call 859-310-4693 or 606-618-0299.
Email adventure@kypaddle.com.

Kayak Ramp at Lake Reba
This is one of the first of it’s kind in Kentucky thanks to Kentucky
Department of Fish & Wildlife.
It functions as an ADA accessible kayak launch, courtesy dock and can
be used to exit the water.

Fishing Forecast

LARGEMOUTH BASS (Micropterus salmoides)
Identification: A large, slender fish with
a large mouth. The upper jaw extends
far beyond the rear margin of the eye in
adults. Like the Spotted Bass, it has a
broad, black stripe down the side that is
often obscure or broken into a series of
blotches. It is differs from the Spotted
Bass by having a plain lower side (vs. with rows of black spots) in adults, a
deep (vs. shallow) notch between the spiny and soft dorsal fins, and tongue
without a circular patch of teeth (vs. tooth patch present). Juveniles have dark
band at the edge of the caudal fin, but lack the 3-colored pattern of
Smallmouth and Spotted Bass. The Largemouth Bass is one of the most
important warm-water sport fish in North America. In Kentucky, most adults
are in the 12-20 in. (1-5 lbs) range, but can grow to at least 22 lbs.

Species

Forecast

Comments

Bluegill

Good

Thinning out the vegetation is helping this
lake’s panfish population. Most catchable
fish are over 6-8 inches. Great lake to
introduce a kid to fishing with the excellent
bank access, but if you expect to easily catch
fish you must get away from the well-beaten
paths and forge your own trail to some
lesser fished portions of the lake.

Distribution and Habitat: Common throughout most of the state. The
Largemouth Bass occupies a variety of habitats, but tends to avoid upland
headwater creeks and small streams. It is a common inhabitant of ponds,
reservoirs, backwaters, oxbows, and sloughs, where it is usually associated
with shallow, vegetated areas, standing timber, stumps, and other cover. This
species is widely stocked throughout the state, from private ponds to large
reservoirs, as well as the Kentucky and Ohio rivers.

Channel Catfish

Good

Stocked in even years. Sampling shows high
numbers of these stock-size fish, and several
over this size. Note: 12-inch minimum size
limit; limb lines (set lines), jug lines, and trot
lines are illegal to use at this lake.

BLUE CATFISH (Ictalurus furcatus)

Largemouth Bass

Excellent

Great numbers of fish overall. Extremely
high angling pressure makes getting away
from the easily fished areas a must on this
lake.

Redear Sunfish

Good

Angling for spawning fish occurs closer to
the bass spawn than the bluegill spawn.
Great numbers of medium-sized fish and a
few larger ones. Fish deeper than you would
for bluegill.

Identification: A large, heavybodied catfish with a deeply-forked
caudal fin. Color is pale blue to gray
on the back and sides, fading to
white on the lower sides and belly. It
is similar to the Channel Catfish, but
differs by having a long, straight-edged (vs. shorter, rounded) anal fin and no
dark spots on the body. Adults can grow to about 5.5 ft. (150 lbs), but
individuals ranging from 20-50 in. (3-60 lbs) are most common.
Distribution and Habitat: Occurs in main channels, backwaters, and
embayments of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, lower reaches of their major
tributaries, as well as open waters of large reservoirs. The Blue Catfish is
stocked as a sport fish in several reservoirs in central and western Kentucky.

Please note there is a 15.0 inch minimum size limit on largemouth bass and a
3 fish daily creel limit. Possession of shad for bait is prohibited in this lake and
there is an electric motor only restriction on all boats.

CHANNEL CATFISH

FLATHEAD CATFISH

(Ictalurus punctatus)

(Pylodictis olivaris)
Identification: A large, slenderbodied catfish with a broad,
flattened head and projecting
lower jaw. Color is yellow to
brown, with dark brown and black
mottling on the back and sides,
fading to pale yellow or white on
the belly. A white tip on the upper lobe of the caudal fin is usually visible,
except in very large fish. Adults can grow to at least 5 ft. (120 lbs), but
individuals ranging from 15-50 in. (1-60 lbs) are most common.
Distribution and Habitat: Common statewide in sluggish streams, rivers, and
reservoirs. Adults occupy deep pools around fallen timber, brush piles, and
other debris. Juveniles and smaller individuals occur in swift, shallow areas
(e.g., riffles) over rocky or firm sand bottoms.

REDEAR SUNFISH
(Lepomis microlophis)
Identification: A moderately
large, deep bodied sunfish with
relatively long, pointed snout
and small mouth. The upper jaw
does not extend past the front of
the eye. Similar to Bluegill, but
differs by having an orange or
red margin on a black gill or “ear” flap, no dark spot at the rear of the soft
dorsal fin, and body without dark vertical bars evenly spaced along the sides (in
adults). Adults can grow to 15 in. (4 lbs), but usually reach 8-11 in. (about 1 lb).
Distribution and Habitat: Occurs sporadically statewide. Preferred habitat
includes warm lowland swamps, oxbows, and sluggish backwaters or side
channels of streams and rivers. The Redear Sunfish usually associates with
stumps, logs, brush, and other aquatic vegetation. It is stocked in many ponds
and reservoirs throughout the state.

Identification: A long,
slender-bodied catfish with
a deeply-forked caudal fin.
Color is olive to pale gray on
the back and sides, often
with small black spots, and a white belly. It is similar to the Blue Catfish, but
differs by having a rounded (vs. straight) anal fin margin and dark spots on the
sides of the body (vs. spots absent). Adults can grow to about 4 ft. (60 lbs),
but typically range from 12-32 in. (1-15 lbs).
Distribution and Habitat: Common statewide in medium-sized streams to
large rivers, but adaptable to a variety of habitats. Valued as a sport and food
fish, the Channel Catfish is routinely stocked in ponds and reservoirs
throughout the state.

SMALLMOUTH BASS (Micropterus dolomieu)
Identification: A large, slender fish
with a moderately large mouth. The
upper jaw does not extend past the
rear margin of the eye. It is
distinguished from the other black
basses in Kentucky by having an
olive-brown to bronze-colored body
with sides either plain or marked with 10-15 faint vertical bars (vs. the broad
dark stripe along the side in Largemouth and Spotted Bass). Juveniles have a
3-colored caudal fin (orange base, black middle, and white edge). The
Smallmouth Bass is a very popular sport fish. Most adults are in the 10-20 in.
(1-4 lbs) range, but the world angling record is 11 lbs, 15 oz., which was taken
from the Kentucky portion of Dale Hollow Lake in 1955.
Distribution and Habitat: Occurs in upland streams and rivers throughout the
eastern two-thirds of the state, as well as several reservoirs. In streams, the
Smallmouth Bass primarily inhabits cool, clear, flowing pools over rocky
bottoms, often moving to the bases of riffles to feed. In reservoirs, it is usually
associated with rocky shores under ledges and around stumps and other
submerged cover.

